
 

 

AIM MODULATION REQUIREMENT 
 
 To pass off this requirement, the student must demonstrate the ability to modulate from  one key to  
another key ("destination" key), maintaining the same meter and using minimum of 2 measures (which may 
include the final measure of the selected song). Modulating skills are particularly useful when creating 
medleys of songs or hymns, or raising the key of the final verse. 
  The goal of this exercise is to help the student be able to remember standard chord progressions 
using Secondary dominants and other transition chords, rather than relying on notation. Use Roman 
Numerals in your preparation. Musicality of modulation will also be considered by the judge. 
 

 
HOW TO PREPARE AND PRESENT A MODULATION  

 

Step 1) Select a simple song or hymn and learn the final phrase, ending in the I chord (Maj. or min.) 
 
Step 2) Choose any new "destination key" and determine the V7 chord of that key. 
 
Step 3) Select chords that lead from the tonic of the original key  to the new V7, then resolve to the 

tonic chord of the destination key on a downbeat. Determine which chords from the original key 
( I, IV, vi, etc) have common tones with the new V7 key  and then build a progression that 
works back to the original tonic (I). It is ideal to keep common tones in the same voices 
(soprano, alto, etc) for smooth voice-leading. 

 
Step 4) Maintain the meter of the first song (make sure your composed modulation has a rhythm that 

fits the time signature and good voice leading.  If using a hymn, it is best to put the leading tone 
of the destination key in the soprano voice of the V7 so that it resolves to the tonic pitch in the 
soprano, which strengthens the modulation. Use inversions, arpeggios, and broken chord 
patterns to "fill up" the meter and add musicality to the composition. 

 
Step 5) You're Done!  Now write down the chord progression in Roman numerals on paper (which may 

be attached to the score or loose) and on the ID sheet and practice playing it. 
 
Repeat Steps 2 - 5 for second required modulation, using same song. 
 
For example: "Mary Had a Little Lamb" (Key of C Major). 

� Student modulates from last phrase to downbeat in the key of G Major. 
� Student modulates from last phrase to downbeat in the key of F Major. 

 
** On AIM Testing Day, bring the music of your song or hymn (may be photocopied) and be able to play 
the final phrase and the modulations to the new keys. Be sure to write the modulations in Roman Numbers 
on ID sheet, but DO NOT WRITE OUT in notation on staff paper - the goal is to understand the chord 
progressions of simple modulations and build a memory of such progressions, not to read music. 
 

See examples of modulation and Roman numeral notation in  
AIM Syllabus (Revised Edition) and Technic By Levels Booklet 
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