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“Where words fail, Music speaks.” 
- Hans Christian Anderson 

 
 
I was invited to present to you, a brief history of the beginning of this Utah Music Teachers Association. In order to do                       
this I must present several events, in which I took part that led up to the formation of a music teachers group. 

When I was attending Columbia University, to get an advanced degree, I met Dr. Raymond Burrows. Dr. Burrows                  
was a teacher of piano and methods for teaching piano. I first met him when I was being tested for entrance into the                       
graduate program. Then again in classes that I had to take. We became good friends and, when I decided to stay on for the                        
summer courses following my year, Dr. Burrows encouraged me to take his courses in Group Piano Teaching. At the                   
time, and for several years following, he was Chairman of Piano Committee for Music Educators National Conference. I                  
returned home and started, after some delay, group piano classes for the training of Classroom Teachers, at the University.                   
These classes started about 1945. 

In the spring of 1950, I was invited to be a part of the Music Educators National Conference Piano Committee,                    
California-Western Division, a Conference of State chairmen, meeting at Los Angeles. For these sessions, all expenses                
were paid by Music Educators National Conference. 

Attending the sessions were representatives from Arizona, Southern and Northern California, Nevada, and Utah.              
Leslie P. Clausen, Chairman of Piano, Los Angeles College, was Divisional Chairman. Visiting experts were: Professor                
Polly Gibbs, of Louisiana State University, (and well known to MTNA programs) who at the time was Vice-Chairman of                   
MENC Piano Committee. Mr. Forrest McAllister was present as representative of American Music Conference, an               
organization that was only two-and-a-half years old at the time. This was, and still is, a powerful organization and an                    
interesting one. It was developed for the promotion and expansion of musical activities and music instruction. In fact, the                   
conference was made up of the presidents of the following organizations:  

National Association Music Merchants 
National Association Piano Manufacturing 

National Association of Music Publishers 
National Association Band Instrument Manufacturing. 

During the course of the sessions, lasting two days, we were given special instruction in: 
1. Development of Leadership Skills 
2. Development of Committee Effectiveness 
3. Correlation with other MENC Committees (particularly in presenting demonstrations at Western           

Division conference to be held at San Diego the following spring.) 
I returned home and made a report to the President of Utah Music Educators, Mr. Farrell Madsen, who made me                    

Chairman of UMEA Piano Committee. At his request I formed a committee to prepare some activities for the fall                   
conference of this organization. The committee of UMEA was: 

Mrs. C. M. Christiansen, Logan 
Mrs. Blaine Johnson, Cedar City 
Mr. Elwood Jepson, Granite School District 
Mr. Charles Smith, Ogden 



Mrs. Vera Beason, Salt Lake City 
Miss Jessie M. Perry, Chairman 

This committee planned a session for UMEA on October 12, 1952. At that session we presented demonstration in;                  
teaching third grade children to read music by relating to piano keyboard. Rebecca Snow was the teacher of the third                    
graders, who were from Stewart School. A session in group instruction of junior high school students of piano, was                   
presented by Chas. Smith. And the remainder of the time was taken up with discussion and questioning from the floor. 

One spring day in 1955, Dr. (Leroy) Robertson brought a delightful young business man to my office. He was Mr.                    
Ray Clark, of Baldwin Piano Company, who came to ask if we could have a piano workshop at the University during the                      
summer. No group working anywhere has had a finer friend than Ray Clark proved to be to piano teachers of Utah. 

All the previous experiences that had just “come my way,” had made me ready for this assignment and I was                    
happy to take it on. When Dr. Robertson and Ray Clark left my office I had the assignment of Chairman of Piano                      
workshop. Mr. Clark proved to be a beautiful organizer and he gathered together, on two occasions, several representative                  
music teachers, to survey their interests, their beliefs and hopes about piano activities in Utah. This was a strong moving                    
step toward our first Piano Workshop. 

In the time intervening I had been invited to take part on a panel for National Association Teachers of Singing, at                     
Dallas, Texas. This NATS convention was presented parallel with the MUSIC TEACHERS NATIONAL             
ASSOCIATION, Seventy-sixth Annual Meeting. I joined both conventions and found time to attend some sessions of                
each organization. Thus I became a member of MTNA in 1952, when Roy Underwood was President. 

Plans were developed for UNIVERSITY OF UTAH, WORKSHOP IN PIANO TEACHING, June 20-23, 1955.              
Guest Lecturer was my good friend, Prof. Charlotte Dubois, College of Fine Arts, University of Texas, at Austin.                  
Charlotte had an outstanding record in instruction of workshops in California, Illinois, Texas, and many more points.                 
Along with the offerings of Prof. Dubois, we had Dr. Helen Folland, University of Utah Music Department Lecturer, for                   
splendid demonstrations. Our brochure gave notice to an immense list of piano teachers of Utah that: Instruction will                  
consist of demonstrations and discussions of: 

Piano instruction in the studio 
Piano instruction in the Secondary Schools 
Piano instruction in Elementary schools 
Piano instruction through ensemble playing. 

Dr. Folland was the leader and demonstrator in the last mentioned. Some fifty-six piano teachers gathered in                 
Building 410 of University of Utah, to take this workshop, which gave credit of one hour for attendance at all sessions.                     
Expenses were covered by a small fee of $10.00 for each participant. My services came free, as did those of Dr. Folland. I                       
feel that, even if those present do not remember all that went on,  they do remember the temperature of that room during                      
those June days.  

Displays were presented by several Music Stores and attendants on these exhibits offered valuable help, advice                
and guidance to all. The multiple pianos used were supplied by our good friend, Mr. Ray Clark. 

Dr. Folland proved to be a strong force on which we could depend. She followed the Workshop with courses                   
which she organized, and presented, in theory, history and related subjects. Her interest and support has been constant and                   
reliable through the years. 

At the final session of the Workshop, I was asked to present the possibilities for organizing Utah Piano Teachers.                   
Acting as Chairman of the meeting, I proceeded to have election of a representative committee to explore the possibilities                   
for us to join MTNA. A committee of about eight members took over and elected Mr. J. Elwood Jepson as Chairman of                      
committee. The necessary correspondence was carried out and MTNA was happy to have us come along. 

On Wednesday evening, October 16, 1955 a meeting was called, once more using the lists of piano teachers from                   
music stores, to organize, formally, the Utah Music Teachers Association. Meeting was held at Center for the Blind, and a                    
splendid crowd turned out for the occasion. I was asked to act, once again, as Chairman of the meeting. We talked about                      
the National organization and other details and elected the following officers: 

Mr. J. Elwood Jepson, President 
Miss Jessie M. Perry, Vice President 
Mrs. Alta Garner, Secretary 
Mrs. Grace N. Wright, Treasurer 

We adopted: A SAMPLE CONSTITUTION FOR A STATE MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION           
(recommended by Executive Committee of MTNA) and to it was added two Executive Committee Members:
Mrs. Beverly S. Pond 



Mrs. Grace Whipple 
During that first year we had some dinner meetings, with programs and discussions. 

 
Dinner meeting picture, from left to right: J. E. Jeppson, Alta Garner, 

Beverly Pond, Mr. Pond, Grace Wright, Helen House, Mr. House 
In the fall we held our first Convention. It was held in conjunction with U.E.A. sessions, on Saturday afternoon, in                    

Horace Mann Junior High Auditorium. Lectures and demonstrations were given by: Wm. C. Hogenson, Ralph Laycock, J.                 
Spencer Cornwall, of Tabernacle Choir, and Mrs. Mary Sanks, one of our very good friends, and J. Elwood Jepson. The                    
attendance was not what it should have been for the excellence of the demonstrations.  

Later in the year, 1956, we had another dinner meeting and shortly after that Mr. Jepson became ill. He asked me                     
to take over for him, and so began some vital events for UMTA. Together with, Beverly Pond, Mary Sanks, Grace                    
Whipple, Grace Wright and Nellie DeVroom, we planned for a Convention in 1957. We badly needed an adequate                  
Constitution and By-Laws, and so with such splendid help, as I have just named, we went about this business. We sent for                      
Constitutions and By-Laws of many State organizations, and used them as models. We worked many nights, in my office,                   
to such a late hour that the night-watchman looked at us with amazement. However, we were ready for a Convention on                     
Friday Nov. 29th and Saturday Nov. 30th, in the Main Music Building. You will remember the drafts that came under the                     
doors and the way the weather plagued us once again. To inspire us and lead us, we had Mrs. Henrietta MacElhaney, then                      
President of Western Division, MTNA. She gave us a most encouraging and inspiring talk and extended the support we                   
needed. She has remained our devoted friend to the present. 

The biggest undertaking of the convention was the adoption of the Constitution and By-Laws, a time-consuming                
business, if there ever was one, but a most important piece of business. Persons making reports were: Beverly Pond, Mary                    
Sanks, Grace Wright, Barbara turner. At this first session we read a Petition of the Salt Lake City Chapter for acceptance                     
in UMTA. We welcomed them with open arms. Mrs. Alpha Bolton was the President of that first chapter.  
 
(According to Mrs. Bolton, she was the 2nd President, following Mary Sanks. – Janet Thompson, UMTA Historian)  
 

Election of officers was attended to with the following results: 
President . . . . . . . . Jessie M. Perry, S.L.C. 

Vice President  . . . Grace N. Wright, Ogden 
Secretary . . . . . . . . Nellie DeVroom, S.L.C. 
Treasurer . . . . . . . . James Pingree, Roy 

At this point we determined that we would have Four Directors; Elected were: 
Ada Waldron, Morgan 

Lucy Christiansen, Logan 
Helen House, Tooele 

Irwin Jensen, Pleasant Grove 
J. Elwood Jepson, Past President 

Our main business for the year was extension and at the end of the biennium my report showed: Chapters in Salt                     
Lake City, Ogden, Tooele and Pleasant Grove. I had the pleasure of representing the UMTA at MTNA Convention in St.                    
Louis in 1959, the Eighty-Third Year of MTNA. Report of that convention was made at the convention in 1959. 



Reports for February, 1958 show that the Board had all Committee assignments about as we have them today. On the                    
DEVELOPMENT OF LOCAL CHAPTERS COMMITTEE we had a good group of devoted members who worked               
carefully with MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE Chairman, Nellie DeVroom. All worked unceasingly with lists of names,              
card files for possible members and the like, to build the substantial and strong organization you have today. 

A group of five devoted members of Salt Lake and Ogden Chapters attended the Western Division Convention at                  
Missoula in July (27-31, 1959). We were graciously and warmly received and the MTNA President, Dr. Duane Haskell,                  
asked if Utah would take the next Western Convention just two years hence. We were far too uninformed and new in the                      
business to undertake such a big project, and so, after a “council of war” about the matter we determined to indicate that                      
we could not accept the invitation at this time but would do so later.  

The Salt Lake Chapter did some outstanding things for the short time they had been in existence. They presented                   
joint recitals and shared excitement and information in a most commendable manner. Sixteen out of twenty-seven                
members presented students on that first joint recital. 

Utah was urged to make certain that they send a representative student to the Convention in Missoula. Reginald                  
Garff, violin student, represented Utah Music Teachers Association with honors and distinction that was a credit to all of                   
us.  

The first COMMITTEE TO STUDY ACCREDITATION was headed by Mary Sanks, Chairman. We did not make                
much headway, for Mary moved away to Washington and left the committee without the work and organization                 
accomplished. August 31st, 1959 we held a Piano Workshop and included a General Session of business and reporting,                  
which we termed our Convention. Dr. Victor Bauman, from Phoenix College, Arizona, Western Division President, was                
there to give us encouragement and orient us to the various things that could be done to make our local group all that it                        
should be. He brought some very fine directives to us and was pleased with our progress. The Workshop lecturer was Dr.                     
Helen Folland, who inspired everyone greatly each session, and carried instruction forward, from her with the class work                  
she had been presenting during the year, through the Extension Division of University of Utah. Beverly Pond also                  
presented some valuable instructives regarding “the beginning students.” The membership chose to retain some of the                
officers. Election brought the following to serve 1959-1962: 

Miss Jessie M. Perry . . . . . . . . . . . . President 
Mrs. Grace N. Wright . . . . . . . . . . . Vice President 
Mrs. Alpha H. Bolton . . . . . . . . . . . Secretary 
Mrs. Helen G. Slight . . . . . . . . . . . . Treasurer 

Executive Board members: 
Mrs. Melba Lindsay Burton  . . . . . . Salt Lake City 
Mrs. Nellie K. DeVroom . . . . . . . . . Salt Lake City 
Mr. Frank Van West  . . . . . . . . . . . . Salt Lake City 

Mrs. Cleo McGhghy  . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ogden 
The year 1960 was another work year. Alpha Bolton headed the committee on Accreditation and the ground-work                 

was laid for instruction, testing and granting of the first Certificates of Accreditation. During the summer there was a                   
Western Division Convention at Eugene, Oregon. A good crowd of teachers attended that convention, some twenty-five,                
if I remember correctly. Once again we had representatives among the students entering competition on piano. Mary Ann                  
Koeller, student of Zora Seabury, performed most creditably. We were all proud of her. The Western division board asked                   
if Utah would be hosts to the next Western Division Convention, 1962. We accepted and our invitation for teachers to                    
come here was very well received. This one event was perhaps the most impelling event toward the full maturing of the                     
Utah Music Teachers Association. It was a tremendous assignment, but when the membership is made up of so many fine                    



workers such an assignment becomes a grand success. We had a really big Convention here in 1962.                 

 
In Summer of 1961, the Convention of Utah Music Teachers offered a special workshop with a fine staff of guest                    

instructors. The sessions were held on August 14 and 15 in Room 200 of the Music Hall on University of Utah Campus.                      
We had a big crowd and the acoustics of the room made hearing difficult. But, we managed to get great inspiration from                      
Utah Master Teachers: Gladys Gladstone, Frederick Dixon, and Dr. Oscar Wagner, formerly Dean of Julliard School of                 
Music. Some of our own members planned and executed a most inspiring panel on: “Teaching the Beginning student.” It                   
seems that this remains an eternal and unsolved problem, for all teachers. 

At this Convention we determined to extend our term (two years was in vogue for officers) to the summer of 1962.                     
By doing this we would be better “in tune” with the structural practices of Western Division. As a result the incumbent                     
officers continued to serve for an additional year. 

The Convention of Western Division, at Salt Lake City, University of Utah, July 29th – August 1st, 1962 is well set                     
down in the splendid brochure presented here for display. This was a very real significant mile stone in the growth of                     
UMTA. Great credit and many congratulations go to all those who worked so hard to make this the tremendous success                    
that it was. 

On August 1st, the membership of UMTA met in the Alumni Room of the Union and elected a new slate of officers: 
Mrs. Alpha Bolton . . . . . . . . . . President 
Mr. James Pingree . . . . . . . . . . Vice President 
Mrs. Dora Curtis  . . . . . . . . . . . Treasurer 
Mrs. Beulah Ford . . . . . . . . . . . Secretary 

Executive Board (4 members): 
Nellie K. DeVroom 
Olea M. Kincke 
Katherine Kockerhans 
Irene McGregor 
Jessie M. Perry . . . . . . . . . . . . Past President 

 
This brings the development of the Utah Music Teachers Association up to a point that might be termed                  

“contemporary” and all of the members are fully award of the splendid work this organization is carrying on. My wish is:                     
that you will continue to grow, to enjoy good fellowship and exchange of ideas and good will – so that we may take our                        
place in a most satisfying and equal manner with all other clubs of the Western Division of MTNA. 



 

 

Presented by: 
Jessie M. Perry, Assoc. Prof. Emeritus 

University of Utah, July 29th, 1967 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UTAH 
Excerpt from 

A Centennial History of the Music Teachers National Association, 
by Homer Ulrich, MTNA, Inc. 1976, 

Cincinnati, Ohio, p. 148-149. 
 
The Utah Music Teachers Association is the outgrowth of a meeting of teachers who sought to raise standards of music                    
teaching in the state. Preliminary plans were made at a workshop conducted by Charlotte Dubois (University of                 
Texas-Austin) and organized by J. Ellwood Jepson, held in Salt Lake City in 1955. At a formal organization meeting in                    
1956, Jepson was elected president, Utah MTA became affiliated with MTNA, and held its first convention in the same                   
year, in connection with the Utah Educators Association. 

UMTA immediately became active in working toward a program of state certification.. Within seven years a                
number of teachers had been certified, and a few years later the Association enthusiastically embraced the MTNA                 
Certification Plan. Of equal interest to UMTA is the Student Achievement Program, inaugurated in 1965 by                
then-President Beulah B. Ford; in that program, students of UMTA’s certified members are tested annually. The program                 
was expanded in 1973 to make it available to all members; and in 1974 almost four-hundred students took part. As a                     
symbol of the dedication of UMTA members to this and other activities, the state history singles out one local chapter.                    
That chapter contains six members; within two years of its establishment five members had presented students in the                  
Achievement Program, and five had applied for certification.  

At present, UMTA contains almost a dozen local chapters covering all parts of the state, and a pattern of steady                    
growth has been set. State conventions alternating with piano workshops were held biennially to 1969 and annually                 
thereafter. With the exception of the 1971 meetings at Provo, all have been held in Salt Lake City. 
 

MTNA 
(source: MTNA Website) 



Music Teachers National Association was founded 1876, by Theodore Presser and sixty-two colleagues in              
Delaware, Ohio. The mission was, and continues to be, to advance the value of music study and music making to society                     
and to support the professionalism of music teachers.  

Membership consists of approximately 24,000 independent and collegiate music teachers, with membership from             
51 state affiliates, and US territories, and 500 local affiliates. MTNA has seven divisions: Eastern, East Central,                 
Northwest, Southern, Southwest, South Central, West Central.  

MTNA has a Chief Staff Executive, Dr. Gary L. Ingle, Executive Director, with a staff of sixteen, with                  
headquarters in Cincinnati, Ohio. The current President of MTNA, Dr. Paul Stewart, serves a 2 year elected term. A Board                    
of Directors includes an member from each of the Divisions, each serving 2 year terms, with a Director-Elect, elected to                    
assume the duties in 2 years. 
 

MTNA: Southwest Division 
from A Centennial History of the 

Music Teachers National Association, pp. 95-96 
(Utah items of interest in bold lettering – added for this project.) 

 
The year of the Chicago convention (late December, 1948) was unusual in that in included two national meetings; the                   
second was held in San Francisco in August, 1949. At that San Francisco convention, the organization of the first of the                     
divisions was completed. Charter members were the state MTAs of Arizona, Montana, Oregon, and Washington. In         
the course of the next few years, several other states became active in the Western Division, namely Utah, (1956), Idaho                    
(1957), Wyoming (1961), Nevada (1966), California (1968), and Hawaii (1969). 

In 1970, at the tenth convention of the Western Division, held at Missoula, Mont., it was found desirable to recast                    
the ten-state division (distance being a prime consideration) and to create two divisions out of the one. Thus the Northwest                    
and Southwest Divisions came into being. The division of the Division was made logically, on the basis of geography.                   
Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington, and Wyoming constituted the Northwest Division; Arizona, California, Hawaii,             
Nevada, and Utah formed the Southwest. And New Mexico, formerly a member of the South Central Division, transferred                  
to the Southwest in 1971. 

 
Western & Southwest Division Presidents from Utah MTA: 

1968-69 Alpha Bolton (Western Division) 
1970-72 Alpha Bolton  
1979-82 Beulah Ford 
1990-92 Karen Gygi  
2002-04 Geri Cheney 

 
Utah MTA has hosted Western/Southwest Division meetings and competitions: Salt Lake City, 1962, 1971. 1982, 1987,                
1992, 1996, 2007, and Ogden, 2001. 
 
MTNA National Board officers from Utah MTA:  

2004-06 Geri Cheney  Board of Directors, representing  
Southwest Division 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


