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Dr. Stephen Allen
Piano Student Questionnaire
Name ____________________________________________

Date ______________________

Directions: Most of these questions have to do w ith your piano lessons. Please circle the one
answer that best describes you.
1. I remember something from a lesson best if:
A. the teacher shows me a diagram, chart, picture, writes something down, or shows me how to
do something so I can see it first.
B. the teacher plays something on the piano so I can hear it first.
C. the teacher makes me try it myself without explaining too much.
2. When practicing a piece, I:
A. pay the most attention to reading the notes on the page as I play.
B. pay the most attention to how the music sounds as I play.
C. pay the most attention to the patterns of the music, how my hands or body move, or how I
feel as I play.
3. I know when I play a wrong note because:
A. I can see by the notes on the page that I didn’t play the right note.
B. I can just hear that it was the wrong note.
C. I can feel that my fingers didn’t move to the right key or that my hand didn’t move to the right
position on the keys.
4. When I practice, I:
A. like to look at my assignment book to read and follow the instructions.
B. remember what the teacher asked me to practice without looking at my assignment book,
and make sure to practice those things.
C. sort of remember what the teacher asked me to do, and practice whatever I feel like playing at
the moment.
5. When I am counting the beats as I play, I:
A. don’t move my body or count to myself. I just somehow know that I’m playing the beats
correctly.
B. like to count the beats out loud or say them to myself in my head.
C. feel the need to move my body, head, or hands to “feel” the beat.
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6. Learning a new piece is easiest when:
A. I can just read the notes and play the music.
B. I can first hear what it’s supposed to sound like.
C. I can first know what it’s about or what feelings it’s supposed to express.
7. When I practice, I am most easily distracted by:
A. anything I see around me, such as a nearby window or someone coming into the room.
B. any other noises I hear, such as people talking or the TV.
C. my need to take a lot of breaks to get up and move around, because it’s hard to sit at the piano
for a long time.
8. When the teacher is happy with how I played a song, I like it best when she shows me this
through:
A. her facial expressions and eye contact with me.
B. her tone of voice and what she says.
C. giving me a high-five, a pat on the back, or how she moves her hands or arms.
9. When I hear a new song on the radio, I am most likely to remember:
A. what pictures popped into my head or what I was looking at as I listened.
B. some of the words or how the voice or instruments sounded.
C. what I was doing or how I felt as I listened.
10. For me, one of the easiest things about playing the piano is:
A. reading the notes on the page.
B. listening for the right places to change the dynamics (loud/soft).
C. getting comfortable with the hand positions and finger patterns
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Heller, Op. 45 No. 2, “The Avalanche,” mm. 1-16

Milan: F. Lucca, n.d.(ca.1845; Public Domain); Retrieved from
http://ks.imslp.net/files/imglnks/usimg/4/43/IMSLP253721-PMLP25002SHeller_25_Etudes,_Op.45_BNE.pdf (accessed 9/24/2018).

